Chicago in 2012

Meeting Minutes – June 13, 2009 (Duckon 2009)

Corporation Members Present:  Alex von Thorn, Marah Searle-Kovacevic, Steven Silver, Gary Blog, Tara Oakes, Bill Thomasson, Sondra de Jong, Helen Montgomery, Dave McCarty, Ron Oakes, Sydnie Krause, George Krause, Dina Krause, Barb vanTilburg
Corporation Members Absent:  Donald Eastlake, Jill Eastlake
1) Worldcon 2009: Anticipation (Montreal)
· Parties are Friday & Saturday nights

· Have suite reserved

· Theme other than usual party?

· Make it look different?  Do different layout or decorations?

· Different riffs on the Chicago theme, like at LACon

· City of the Future theme?  Swap past / future on different nights?

· Past upstairs and Future downstairs?  (2 level suite) (Saturday night) (Past, president, and future)
· Past – pulp covers, pictures of old Chicago

· President - Obama

· Future – pulp covers, modern Chicago, pictures of potential buildings – have Ray airbrush a future Chicago skyline on large sheet item
· Still do smoothies both nights (alternate flavors?)
· Bid members who have responsibilities at Anticipation:  Alex (reg), Marah (facilities), Gary (newsletter), Steven (programming, SFWA table, SFWA liaison), Dina (facilities), Ron (program ops?), Bill (program ops?)

· Table Thursday through Monday

2)  Facilities

· 2 new properties:  Navy Pier and Sheraton (pitching combined bid)
· Sheraton – 1100 rooms;  120,000 sq ft function space

· Navy Pier – 250,000 sq ft function space

· Initial proposed cost of Navy Pier is $75,000 for full week (Sheraton believes we can get it to below $50K)

· Sheraton:  $159 for single-quad (Labor Day); August dates at $179

· Issues

· travel between hotel and NP – there is a constant shuttle running from East to West end of Pier; Sheraton will arrange for constant buses back and forth
· need to pay for function space (NP) when we would not need to at the other hotels

· General consensus:  If we don’t have better options, this could work
· Hilton & Towers

· Did very nice presentation during tour on June 12, 2009
· Lots of elevators – all go to convention areas, then split into thirds for sleeping levels

· Convention center in lower level

· 5 ballrooms – varying sizes

· 200,000 sq ft function space

· Pillars in the convention center are problematic

· May not be large enough for function space (short 50K) or sleeping rooms (short 500) – no significant function space nearby

· 20-100 people – 32 rooms (Hyatt 26)

· 100-150 people – both have 6

· 150-700 people – 5 (Hyatt 6)

· Ruskin Theater is nearby and available for rental (1500-2000 people?) if needed (Hugo and Masquerade)
· Blackstone is only nearby hotel – higher price point, 300 rooms, some small function space

· Essex Inn is nearby (250 rooms)

· 7 blocks up the road is Palmer House Hilton – would need shuttles
· $149 s/d and $179(?)  t/q

· 500 double/double with 2 bathrooms

· Coke products

· Hyatt Regency

· 2100 rooms (can have all – initial contract we’ve asked for 1900 peak)

· 230K sq ft function space

· Difficulties getting from one area of function space to another – connections between towers

· Can probably do all function space in the Hyatt – overflow only for sleeping rooms

· 16 elevators in 2 towers

· History of problems with elevator lines for parties (when all parties in one tower)
· Would need to re-examine layout based on past issues

· Option of renting Chicago Theater (was $10K approx when we looked for 2008)
· Previous bad experiences are only major negative for fandom

· $149 single-quad flat rate

· Grand ballroom is large enough for main stage (3000 seats)
· Closer to outside food options (more tourist stuff nearby)

· Have corkage proposal from Hyatt - $5K for full corkage and use hotel for soda (like N4)
· Pepsi products

· Motion to drop Sheraton/Navy Pier option and pursue the Hilton and Hyatt only was made, seconded, and passed.

· Need to decide on which so we can announce at Montreal at the Inquisition – Dave and Dina will keep Bid Committee updated via email list
· Barb requested to find out about negotiating re: union fees & drayage issues for dealers room – have group rate which can be built into cost of table?  She will email Dave and Dina specific questions.
3) Upcoming Conventions
June 2009

· ThinkGalacticon – Dave (Saturday), Sondra, George & Dina – table on Saturday only
July 2009
· Westercon – table only – Ron, Tara, and Bill

August 2009

· Anticipation – all voting members present tonight except Barb vT (a maybe)

September 2009

· Fencon – table? – would need people

October 2009

· Albacon – table – Gary, Alex & Marah

· CapClave – table – Gary, Tom?
· ConClave – table – Helen

· I-Con (Iowa) – Barb can sell bid shirts at her table and put out flyers

November 2009

· Windycon – bid dues must be paid in full by then
· Novacon – Nigel & Sabine?  Helen will ask
· Philcon – table – Gary

· Midwest FurFest – table – Leane

· Chicago Tardis –  Dina & George & Sydnie - table

· Loscon – table & party – Ron, Tara, Dave & Helen

December 2009

· SMOFcon – sponsor meal
January 2010

· Arisia – Sydnie, Jill & Donald?  Barb will be there w/van
· Confusion – table & party – Helen, kT, Marah (party), Alex?

· Chattacon – Dina *may* be going, Sydnie for sure, Barb
February 2010

· Capricon – table & party; Bid meeting will be held
· Boskone – table – Gary, Jill & Donald?

· Condor – Ron and Tara

March 2010

· Lunacon – table – Gary

· StellarCon – Sydnie

· Ad Astra?  Maybe Alex and Marah

April 2010

· Norwescon – table – Alex & Marah, possibly Sondra
· Minicon – table – Dina?

· Eastercon – table – Dave & Helen

Other conventions past April will be reviewed at Windycon.
Meeting adjourned.

